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ORIC® Pharmaceuticals Presents Preclinical Data to Support the Potential of Rinzimetostat Across
Prostate Cancer and in Emerging Resistance Settings at the 2026 American Association for Cancer
Research (AACR) Annual Meeting

April 17, 2026 at 4:05 PM EDT

SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO, Calif. and SAN DIEGO, April 17, 2026 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) -- ORIC Pharmaceuticals, Inc. (Nasdag: ORIC), a clinical
stage oncology company focused on developing treatments that address mechanisms of therapeutic resistance, today announced the presentation of
multiple poster presentations at the 2026 American Association for Cancer Research (AACR) Annual Meeting highlighting the potential of
rinzimetostat (ORIC-944), a potent and selective allosteric inhibitor of PRC2 to treat prostate cancer. The posters can be found in the publication
section of ORIC’s website here.

“Our research continues to show the therapeutic potential of PRC2 inhibition across the prostate cancer disease spectrum, by reducing tumor
adaptability and sustaining the benefit derived from androgen-receptor targeted therapies,” said Lori Friedman, PhD, chief scientific officer.
“Additionally, our preclinical studies reveal that targeting PRC2 via EED has potential advantages over targeting EZH2, which, together with the clinical
data generated to date, furthers our conviction that rinzimetostat is a potential best-in-class PRC2 inhibitor.”

Poster presentations:

Rinzimetostat blockade of PRC2 activity, a key mechanism of treatment resistance, improves response of androgen receptor pathway inhibition across
a spectrum of prostate cancer models

Key findings of the presentation:

e |n a transcriptomics analysis of >1,100 prostate samples spanning normal prostate, primary prostate cancer, and
metastatic disease, PRC2 activity was observed early in the development of prostate cancer and was sustained during
disease progression and treatment resistance, highlighting it as a critical therapeutic target.

o More than half of localized primary tumors demonstrated elevated PRC2 activity vs. normal prostate tissue, and an
elevated PRC2 activity in locally advanced tumors associates with poor survival, indicative of a key role early in the
disease.

o Elevated PRC2 activity was observed in the vast majority of both metastatic CSPC and metastatic CRPC tumors
relative to normal prostate tissue.

e Rinzimetostat in combination with darolutamide demonstrated antitumor activity across a breadth of in vivo models
representing the prostate cancer continuum, including CSPC and CRPC.

Rinzimetostat, an allosteric EED inhibitor with best-in-class properties for the treatment of prostate cancer, is effective in PRC2 methyltransferase-
resistant settings in preclinical studies

Key findings of the presentation:

e PRC2 inhibition induces transcriptional and chromatin effects that restrain tumor plasticity and enhance antitumor activity of
androgen receptor inhibitors in prostate cancer models.
e Differential potency of PRC2 inhibitors on EZH1- vs. EZH2-containing complexes impacts activity in resistance contexts,
providing potential advantages for EED targeting.
o Rinzimetostat retained antitumor activity in prostate cancer cells with overexpressed EZH1 in vitro, while potency
was diminished for mevrometostat or tazemetostat.
o Preclinical studies show that rinzimetostat overcomes acquired resistance mechanisms observed in the clinic for
tazemetostat and valemetostat.
e Rinzimetostat demonstrates improved solubility, oral bioavailability, CYP profile, and clinical half-life versus comparator
compounds.

About ORIC Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

ORIC Pharmaceuticals is a clinical stage biopharmaceutical company dedicated to improving patients’ lives by Overcoming Resistance In Cancer.
ORIC's clinical stage product candidates include (1) rinzimetostat, an allosteric inhibitor of the polycomb repressive complex 2 (PRC2) via the EED
subunit, being developed for prostate cancer, and (2) enozertinib, a brain-penetrant inhibitor targeting EGFR exon 20 and EGFR PACC mutations,
being developed for NSCLC. ORIC has offices in South San Francisco and San Diego, California. For more information, please go

to www.oricpharma.com, and follow us on X or LinkedIn.

Cautionary Note Regarding Forward-Looking Statements


https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=5TqPGWSsERiZiVcHWlx46r0n-J3pcLalstGSJOUSqmJ99V4zMqR9j4NlQnNr1k9Bn-4hqjWeWfsyU-SoBgrts5uWgtTHIycmIX4YQCZeKWc=
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=n-AfibLRhlLlM9ZEt6Rj72t2YKAf6TWCY9EPwQ3pik3tXcnVgSMzMd8m1tDYeUTBqIge4jH3n3RxH7-Vy5lvTnuSzV4IsifwX-aYjgmDUdPgxC2bQGANjNS_ZPwU2Y6cM5WFGwbe9lTdLIwJ6pbyXmzMeC9goREnhTlhwpcvXq73_HSgfeuSJM6rDA_uZfg7udo1gFNX9ilHu-iWRKbngeTnTKXB38f4lkq53OQncXtNGnZNkjn9rYu7SB35dOdybzVqhAZeMjrhqy71DvZ-eg==
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=CYohrQBhQheCC9cyReYUzUhyC_vG6eJxORykTVjhmi6qNUaFgIUBJFJ_7brc0hK8HQcr3EVzHzNhm3lvtopmWV1G0hSyavIkaK9zoBi1ilu5x-JSIBime0UbmDW-DaFjhkubAjUmGntRHOZr9KuCsV_1IHMzfsDW5BVtsfymfsVOCeNmVkGHKNilpqKZnxmT370iq4B68vG4kJSwGK9HeA==
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=0cvahnF68TwrSXlmsFxQ_t97rSC6LrqMDfH6DdSv_jirJwTufShglHD4CLKiI8b8z57btQrlCj2DhSFi87YPS6AGkIwG8mANA-AgS0gic-srYMCH_Wz6L22T0xLaMHsR5EPz79BGqVf2-9u82wjXMAgwIHQlVVFzZK2JjVCwdXYtBBUFrOtFxtelZV9YSkDO2rw2oV2mMvKeaSh11ecz5BsUH4E3FzmErLSIS4FO9KfkeD1foI7SP6L3TGSMxbgkG-MCSk49Bfiz0WARr6jyhg==

This press release contains forward-looking statements as that term is defined in Section 27A of the Securities Act of 1933 and Section 21E of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934. Statements in this press release that are not purely historical are forward-looking statements. Such forward-looking
statements include, among other things, the continued clinical development of rinzimetostat; the potential advantages of rinzimetostat; statements
regarding the potential best-in-class properties of rinzimetostat; the development plans and timelines for rinzimetostat and enozertinib; plans
underlying ORIC'’s clinical trials and development; and statements by the company’s chief scientific officer. Words such as “believes,” “anticipates,”
“plans,” “expects,” “intends,” “will,” “goal,” “potential” and similar expressions are intended to identify forward-looking statements. The forward-looking
statements contained herein are based upon ORIC'’s current expectations and involve assumptions that may never materialize or may prove to be
incorrect. Actual results could differ materially from those projected in any forward-looking statements due to numerous risks and uncertainties,
including but not limited to: risks associated with the process of discovering, developing and commercializing drugs that are safe and effective for use
as human therapeutics and operating as an early clinical stage company; ORIC's ability to develop, initiate or complete preclinical studies and clinical
trials for, obtain approvals for and commercialize any of its product candidates; changes in ORIC’s plans to develop and commercialize its product
candidates; the potential for clinical trials of rinzimetostat, enozertinib or any other product candidates to differ from preclinical, initial, interim,
preliminary or expected results; negative impacts of health emergencies, economic instability or international conflicts on ORIC'’s operations, including
clinical trials; the risk of the occurrence of any event, change or other circumstance that could give rise to the termination of ORIC’s license and
collaboration agreements or its clinical trial collaboration and supply agreements; the potential market for ORIC’s product candidates, and the progress
and success of competing therapeutics currently available or in development; ORIC's ability to raise any additional funding it will need to continue to
pursue its business and product development plans; regulatory developments in the United States and foreign countries; ORIC's reliance on third
parties, including contract manufacturers and contract research organizations; ORIC’s ability to obtain and maintain intellectual property protection for
its product candidates; the loss of key scientific or management personnel; competition in the industry in which ORIC operates; general economic and
market conditions; and other risks. Information regarding the foregoing and additional risks may be found in the section entitled “Risk Factors” in
ORIC’s Annual Report on Form 10-K filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission (the SEC) on February 23, 2026, and ORIC'’s future reports
to be filed with the SEC. These forward-looking statements are made as of the date of this press release, and ORIC assumes no obligation to update
the forward-looking statements, or to update the reasons why actual results could differ from those projected in the forward-looking statements, except
as required by law.
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